generally accepted doctrine that so long as the heart 'Can maintain a state of compensation for its intrinsic weakness so long will symptoms of that condition Remain absent. This is a dogma that has excep- tions, for there are many signs of endocarditic and ;other lesions of the heart which may be occasionally Manifest before it can be fairly said that compensation has broken down; many of these concern other ?organs than the heart itself.
Again, the break-down of compensation may be a "very gradual process spread over of the fact that the first indication of heart failure:
is not necessarily or often a murmur or a dilatation.
